March of Time

The Great Depression Part 6

Reality and America’s Dream 1937

The Mormon Church

· 5:56:02

· The Mormon Church of Utah, with the wealthiest churchgoers in America, attempts to tackle the unemployment problem of the Great Depression by helping its members help themselves.
· No concrete date is given in the program, but there was a W.P.A. Press Conference on February 25, 1937 with a reporter’s query: “The March of Time picture last night had something to do with the program which the Mormon Church is putting forth…” so we can suppose that this item ran on February 24, 1937.
Winter Vacations

· 6:56:03

· Middle-class Americans are now able to enjoy both winter and summer vacations.  Miami and Miami beach become the main destinations for the middle-class, while Palm Beach remains the haven of the elite.  Northern cities try to compete with the South by opening Ski Resorts.
· Again, no concrete date given, but the bit mentions that “this year” Sun Valley Ski Resort opened in Ketchum, Idaho.  Their website history reports that the resort opened to the public in the winter of 1936…
Conquering Cancer

· 5:58:06

· The main health concern of this period is cancer, with over 23,000 medical students trying to cure the disease that killed 150,000 people the year before.  Another concern is “quacks,” racketeers attempting to make money off the victims by offering bogus cures.
· Again, no date given, but it says that the Rockefellers donated money to New York Memorial Hospital for cancer research, which happened in 1936, and the program says the funds will be available “in 1937.”
Enemies of Alcoholo

· 5:50:01

· The newly established liquor market fights to compete with its two biggest enemies: bootleggers and the crusading “drys.”
· The program mentions that it is 3 years since the repeal of Prohibition, which would make it 1936.
Father of All Turks

· 3:38:01

· Mustapha Kemal takes Turkey from “the land of harem and fez” after WWI into an era of new nationalism and prosperity.
Birth of Swing

· 6:39:05

· This new music craze of swing is found to be “the old jazz,” originating from the New Orlean’s Dixieland Jazz Band, who gets together for a reuinion appearance after 20 years.
· The D.J.B’s appearance was in early 1937.
Coronation Crisis

· 7:51:00

· When popular King-to-be Edward renounces the crown of England for “the woman I love,” the concern becomes great expense of the eminent Coronation and the effect it will have on the nation’s economy.  Luckily the emergence of the King George and the novelty of Edward paraphernalia saves the day.
· The coronation took place on May 12, 1937.
Harlem’s Black Magic

· 5:00:08

· In the Depression, many in Harlem turned to faith healers, divines, and voodoo to salve the wounds of poverty and unemployment.
· Again, no mention of a date.  However, the F.T.P’s “voodoo Macbeth,” directed by Orson Welles, opened on April 14, 1936, and there is no mention of that in this episode…(perhaps we can assume this aired before that date??)
Child Labor

· 6:05:09

· FDR’s child labor laws come under fire from critics who believe the laws will take away parents’ power over their children and gives the government too much regulatory power (includes inferences to Fascism)
· The Federal Child Labor Amendment was finally ratified in 1937 by 28 states.
Amateur Sleuths

· 5:42:09

· In New Jersey, police use the expertise of local citizens to help solve crimes.  The segment also covers the wave of popularity for crime solving kits and detective literature/fiction.
Britain’s Food Defenses

· 6:21:07

· As the Britons face the increasing prospect of war, preparedness becomes essential.  When the armed forces begin recruiting young men, it is discovered that many of the working class are malnourished, setting off a campaign of nutrition and exercise for a healthy nation, and for healthier recruits.
Supreme Court

· 8:08:07

· The efforts by FDR to stack the Supreme Court provoke controversy and strong public reaction.
· This stacking began directly after his win in 1936 and ended with FDR’s yielding in 1937.
Irish Republic—1937 

· 7:08:04

· The emergence of the Irish Free State is covered in this segment.  American born Eamon de Valera was the first provisional president and remained so until the end of World War II when Commonwealth Status was achieved.
Puzzle Prizes

· 5:05:02

· In efforts to halt illegal betting and lotteries, legal puzzle prizes and contests became an immediately popular national pasttime.  
U.S. Unemployment

· 6:30:09

· The Depression brought record numbers of unemployed in the U.S.  This segment examines the efforts of the government to make provision for those unemployed.
