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File Name
Caption

Signs of Our Time

Mammys
Mammy’s Cupboard, Natchez, Mississippi.

Alder
Alder Theatre, Portland, Oregon, postcard circa 1930.

Kalbach
Kalbach Oil, Menlo, Iowa.

Washington
Washington Street, Boston, Massachusetts, linen postcard circa 1940.

Sisson
Sisson’s Coffee Pot, Port Malobar, Florida, linen postcard.

Teapot
Teapot Dome Service Station, Zillah, Washington, 1922 (National Register of Historic Places).

Fish
Fish Inn, Coeur D’Alene, Idaho, circa 1980’s.

Hallifax
Hallifax Creamery Milk Bottle Dairy, Daytona Beach, Florida, postcard.

Paul
Paul Bunyan and Babe, Bemidji, Minnesota, linen postcard circa 1940.

Corn
The Corn Palace, Mitchell, South Dakota.

The End of the Road
Bomber
Milwaukie, Ore., Bomber Gas, Tt 99E

West
West Allis, Wisc.

Tacoma
Tacoma, Wash., Bob’s Java Jive, S. Tacoma Way.

Milk
Lincoln, R.I., Milk can Drive-In, Rt. 146.

Orange
Plattsburgh, N.Y., Orange Julep, Rt. 9.

Pizza
Green Brook, N. J., Tower of Pizza, Rt. 22.

Rapid
Rapid City, S. Dak., Enchanted Village at Reptile Gardens, Rt. 16.

Welcome
Darien, GA, Welcome Center, Rt. 17.

Cabins
Wilton, N.Y., Cabins, Rt. 9.

Seattle
Seattle, Washington, Twin T. P.’s Restaurant.

Home away from Home 

Maine
A picturesque cabin at the Mount Desert Island Motel, Bar Harbor, Maine, dating from 1940, offers the lucky guest a fireplace, a screened porch, and quiet and privacy since other cottages are spaced a civilized distance away.

Hearthside
Twin-gabled bliss complete with a private fireplace for those chilly nights is offered at Hearthside Village, a vacationer’s Eden in the White Mountains at Bethlehem, New Hampshire.

Danish
The Danish Village was built along U.S. 1 in Scarborough, Maine, designed by a Danish American architect who wished to “bring the old world to New England.” Five structures of interconnnected rooms were located around a town square with a central fountain topped by a statue of Niels Ebbenson, a Danish patriot of the fourteenth century.

Colorado
The office of the Capitol Court on Highway 40 in Denver, Colorado, was certainly a wonder to behold. It was an exact replica of the state capitol building, built at a scale of one-half inch to the foot. Perhaps even more astounding, as related in information provided on the back of this postcard, is that this moted office was planned and constructed in one year by a man with one hand.

Zeppelin
In the 1920s, an aircraft builder came up with an uplifting idea to build a zeppelin-shaped lunchroom at a tourist camp on the Lincoln Highway near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. In the 1950s, the wood-framed building, sheathed in aluminium, was moved to Rootstown, Ohio, where it once again served as a motel restaurant before it  was converted into a private residence.

Alamo
The Alamo Plaza Courts were probably the first successful national chain. The first one opened in Waco, Texas, in 1929, and then they began to spread. The Alamo Plaza in Gulfport, Mississippi, was alive and well in 1980. Its Alamo shape is entirely frontal and skin deep -  roadside artifice of the first order. Alamo-like shapes, alamo-ettes, are the facades for lines of rooms.

Wigwam
Frank and Vetra Redford sold their Kentucky motels and moved to California after World War II. Wigwam Village No. 7, the last in the chain, was built in the early 1950s along Highway 66 in Rialto, California, just before it was bypassed by a freeway. Business was still brisk in the middle 1970s.

Petersburg
The Holiday Motel in St. Petersburg, Florida, is a house of many gables.

Spanish
It’s common to see old Spanish theme motels, especially in New Mexico. The La Casa Judy Motel in Santa Fe makes only a slight curtsy to its Spanish heritage.

Dyer
The Dyer Cabins in Baldwin, Kansas, catches individual cabins in the very act of turning into a continuous line of motel rooms: the garage has become part of the cabin form, and the cabins are attached.

Lyons
Four discarded railroad cars were used as tourist cabins in the 1930s in Lyons, Colorado. The rolling stock was once part of “the crack train of the C& S Railroad that ran to Leadville, Colorado.”

Coral
The Coral Court on Highway 66 just south of St. Louis, recently closed, is an intact, 1941 period piece. Most of the buildings contain two bedrooms connected centrally by two garages with foldout aluminium doors. The buildings are almost iridescent in their use of glass brick and gleaming glazed ceramic tile in a buff color with reddish brown accents. The Coral Court was placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1989.
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