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i FOREWORD

to many students are too great to be adequately acknowledged in ©
a few words; they appear at large in the footnotes. I find myself |
especially indebted to the critical historians who for the past score

of years have been working with such fruitful results in the Revolu.
tionary and Constitutional periods of our development. Without

the assistance of their searching investigations the difficulties in &
the way of understanding those complex times would have proved §
insuperable. To the sane and acute scholarship of my friend and i

colleague, Prof. Edward McMahon, and to the generous counsel

and encouragement of the late Prof. ]. Allen Smith, I am under }
particular obligations; but in those instances in which I may §

unwittingly have gone astray, the fault is mime. In a study deal-

ing with so long a period of time and with such diverse and difficult
fields, I can scarcely hope to have escaped the many traps laid for
the unwary. Perhaps I should add that the seeming neglect, in |
the present volume, of southern backgrounds, has resulted from

the desire to postpone the detailed consideration of the mind of
the South to a later volume.
V. L. P
Seattle, January 1, 1926

INTRODUCTION

ken to give some account of the genesis and
American letters of certain.germinal ideas that
have come to be reckoned traditionally Amencan—h-ow they came
into being here, how they were opposed, and what influence they
mt(') rted in determining the form and scope of our character-
?s::i\cei;:zls nd institutions. In pursuit}g such a task, .I have ChOSfiI‘l
¢ follow the broad path of our political, economic, and soc1f:11
development, rather than the narrower belletristic; and the main
divisions of the study have been fixed by f:orces that are anterior
to literary schools and movements, creating the body of ideas
from which literary culture eventually springs. The present
volume carries the account from early beginnings in Puritan New
England to the triumph of Jefferson and b'ack-.country agrananism.
Volume II concerns itself with the creative influence in America
of French romantic theories, the rise of capitalism, and the transi-
tion from an agricultural to an industrial order; and Volume III
will concern itself with the beginnings of dissatisfaction with the
regnant middle class, and the several movements of criticism
inspired by its reputed shortcomings.

Such a study will necessarily deal much with intellectual back-
grounds, and especially with those diverse systems of European
thought that from generation to generation have domesticated
themselves in America, and through cross-fertilization with native
aspirations and indigenous growths, have resulted in a body of
ideals that we reckon definitively American. In broad outline
those germinal contributions were the bequests successively of
English Independency, of French romantic theory, of the indus-
trial revolution and laissez faire, of nineteenth-century science,
and of Continental theories of collectivism. Transplanted to
American soil, these vigorous seedlings from old-world nurseries
took root and flourished in such spots as proved congenial, stim-
u!ating American thought, suggesting programs for fresh Uto-
pian ventures, providing an intellectual sanction for new experi-
ments m government.  Profoundly liberalizing in their influence,
they gave impulse and form to our native idealisms, and contrib-
111
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uted largely to the outcome of our social experience. The child |

of two continents, America can be explained in its significant
traits by neither alone.

In the present volume, I have examined with some care the
bequests of seventeenth and eighteenth-century Europe to the
colonial settlements, and in particular the transplanting to Amer-
ica of old-world liberalisms. In the main those liberalisms derived
from two primary sources, English Independency and French
romantic theory, supplemented by certain contributions from
English Whiggery. From the first came the revolutionary doctrine
of natural rights, clarified by a notable succession of thinkers from
Roger Williams to John Locke, a doctrine that destroyed the

philosophical sanction of divine right, substituted for the tradi-.

tional absolutism the conception of a democratic church in a dem-
ocratic state, and found exemplification in the commonwealths
of Rhode Island and Connecticut. But unfortunately the liberal
doctrine of natural rights was entangled in New England with an
absolutist theology that conceived of human nature as inherently
evil, that postulated a divine sovereignty absolute and arbitrary,
and projected caste divisions into eternity—a body of dogmas
that it needed two hundred years’ experience in America to dis-
integrate. From this clash between a liberal political philosophy
and a reactionary theology, between English Independency and
English Presbyterianism, sprang the broad features of the struggle
that largely determined the course of development in early New
England, with which Book One is concerned. :
Book Two deals with new beginnings from the raw material

of European immigrants, in other colonies than New England,
who came hither singly and unorganized, and took immediate
imprint from the new environment, creating during the eighteenth
century the great body of yeomanry that was to determine in
large measure the fate of America for a hundred years or more.
It was to these scattered and undistinguished colonials that French
romantic theory was brought by a group of intellectuals in the
later years of the century, a philosophy so congenial to a decentral-
ized society that it seemed to provide an authoritative sanction
for the clarifying ideals of a republican order, based on the prin-
ciple of local home rule, toward which colonial experience was

driving. Exploring the equalitarian premises of the doctrine of

natural rights, it amplified the emerging democratic theory by
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substituting for the Puritan conception of human nature as vicious,
the conception of human nature as potentially excellent and
capable of indefinite development. It a.s§ertec§ th‘at Fhe present
evils of society are the consequence of vicious institutions rather
than of depraved human nature; and that as free men and equals/
it is the right and duty of citizens to re-create social and political
institutions to the end that they shall further social justice, en-
couraging the good in men rather than perverting them to evil.
Romantic theory went further and provided a new economics and
2 new sociology. Since the great desideratum is man in a state
of nature, it follows, according to the Physiocratic school, that
the farmer is the ideal citizen, and agriculture the common and
single source of wealth; and that in consequence the state should
hold the tillers of the soil in special regard, shaping the public
policy with a primary view to their interests. And since social
custom is anterior to statutory laws, since the individual precedes
the state, government must be circumscribed in its powers and
scope by common agreement, and held strictly to its sole concern,
the care of the social well-being. The political state, rightly con-
ceived, must be reckoned no other than a great public-service.
corporation, with government as its responsible agent.

But while French romantic theory was spreading widely through
the backwoods of America, providing an intellectual justification
for the native agrarianism, another philosophy, derived from
English liberalism of the later eighteenth century, was taking
possession of the commercial towns. Realistic and material rather
than romantic and Utopian, it was implicitly hostile to all the
major premises and ideals of the French school. It conceived of
human nature neither as good nor bad, but as acquisitive; and
it proposed to erect a new social and political philosophy in accord-
ance with the needs of a capitalistic order. It was concerned with
exploitation and the rights of trade, rather than with justice and
the rights of man. Its aspirations were expressed in the principle

- of laissex faire, and in elaborating this cardinal doctrine it reduced

the citizen to the narrow dimensions of the economic man, con-
cerned only with buying in the cheapest market and selling in the
dearest. It would reduce the political state to the role of police-
man, to keep the peace. With humanitarian and social interests,
the state must not intermeddle—such functions lie outside its
legitimate sphere. An expression of the aspirations of trading and
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speculating classes, it professed to believe that economic law— §
by which term it glorified the spontaneous play of the acquisitive
instinct—was competent to regulate men in society, and that if |
freedom of trade were achieved, all lesser and secondary freedoms ";f;
would follow. .

In the light of such over-seas bequests to the American venture, |
the choice of materials for the present volume is predetermined, §
The line of liberalism in colonial America runs through Roger ‘:»;'L
Williams, Benjamin Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson. The first
transported to the new world the plentiful liberalisms of a great |
movement and a great century; the second gathered up the sum |
of native liberalisms that had emerged spontaneously from a |
decentralized society; and the third enriched these native liberal- £
isms with borrowings from the late seventeenth-century natural- 4
rights school and from French romantic theory, engrafting them .|
upon the vigorous American stock. Over against these protago- -
nists of liberalism must be set the complementary figures of John .
Cotton, Jonathan Edwards, and Alexander Hamilton, men whose
grandiose dreams envisaged different ends for America and who -
followed different paths. The Carolinian Seeker and the Jacobean |
theocrat, the colonial democrat and the colonial Calvinist, the
Physiocratic republican and the capitalistic financier, embody |
in concrete form the diverse tendencies of primitive America; §
and around these major figures lesser ones will group themselves,
parties to the great struggle of those early years, the eventual !
outcome of which was the rejection of the principles of monarchy
and aristocracy, and the venturing upon an experiment in repub- r
licanism continental in scope. , :

That our colonial literature seems to many readers meager and ;
uninteresting, that it is commonly squeezed into the skimpiest of :
chapters in our handbooks of American literature, is due, I think,
to an exaggerated regard for esthetic values. Our literary histo-. .
rians have labored under too heavy a handicap of the genteel |
tradition—to borrow Professor Santayana’s happy phrase—to [
enter sympathetically into a world of masculine intellects and
material struggles. They have sought daintier fare than polemics,
and in consequence mediocre verse has obscured political specula-
tion, and poetasters have shouldered aside vigorous creative ¢
thinkers. The colonial period is meager and lean only to those
whose “disedged appetites” find no savor in old-fashioned beef |
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and puddings. The seventeenth century in America as well as
in England wasa saeculum theologicum, and the eighteenth century
was a saeculum politicum. No other path leads so directly and
intimately into the heart of those old days as the thorny path of
their theological and political controversies; and if one will reso-
lutely pick his way amongst the thorns, he will have his reward
in coming close to the men who debated earnestly over the plans
and specifications of the Utopia that was to be erected in the free
spaces of America, and who however wanting they may have been
in the lesser arts, were no mean architects and craftsmen for the
business at hand. The foundations of a later America were laid
in vigorous polemics, and the rough stone was plentifully mortared
with idealism. To enter once more into the spirit of those fine old
idealisms, and to learn that the promise of the future has lain
always in the keeping of liberal minds that were never discouraged
from their dreams, is scarcely a profitless undertaking, nor without
meaning to those who like Merlin pursue the light of their hopes
where it flickers above the treacherous marshlands.
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BOOK ONE
LIBERALISM AND PURITANISM

CommoN report has long made out Puritan New England to have
been the native seat and germinal source of such ideals and institu-
tions as have come to be regarded as traditionally American. Any
critical study of the American mind, therefore, may conveniently
seek its beginnings in the colonies clustered about Massachusetts
Bay, and will inquire into the causes of the pronounced singularity
of temper and purpose that marked off the New England settle-
ments from those to the south, creating a distinctive New England
character, and disciplining it for later conquests that were to set
a stamp on American life. The course of its somewhat singular
development would seem from the first to have been determined
by an interweaving of idealism and economics—Dby the substantial
body of thought and customs and institutions brought from the
old home, slowly modified by new ways of life developing under
the silent pressure of a freer environment. Of these new ways,
the first in creative influence was probably the freehold tenure of
landholdings, put in effect at the beginning and retained un-
modified for generations; and the second was the development of a
mercantile spirit that resulted from the sterility of the Massa-
chusetts soil, which encouraged the ambitious to seek wealth in
more profitable ways than tilling barren acres. From these
sources emerged the two chief classes of New England: the yeo-
manry, a body of democratic freeholders who constituted the
rank and file of the people, and the gentry, a group of capable
merchants who dominated the commonwealth from early days to
the rise of industrialism. And it was the interweaving of the aims
and purposes of these acquisitive yeomen and gentry—harmonious
for the most part on the surface, yet driving in different direc-
tions—with the ideal of a theocracy and the inhibitions of
Puritan dogma, that constitutes the pattern of life to be dealt
with here. The Puritan and the Yankee were the two halves
of the New England whole, and to overlook or underestimate

-

-
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the contributions of either to the common life is grOSSl
interpret the spirit and character of primitive New

v to mis-
England.

- char ! ceated by
The Puritan was a contribution of the old world, the Y ankee

the rugged idealism of the English Reformation;
was a product of native conditions, created by 2 P
economics.

ractica

PART ONE: THE PURITAN HERITAGE
1620~1660

CHAPTER I
ENGLISH BACKGROUNDS

I

Tae body of thought brought to America by the immigrant
Puritans, and which gave a special cast to the New England mind,
may be summed in a phrase as Carolinian liberalism. It was the
confused bequest of a2 hundred years of English idealism, struggling
with the knotty problems of a complex society in transition from
the old static feudal order to the modern capitalistic; and it took a
particular form and received a narrow ideology from the current
ecclesiastical disputes concerning the nature and governance of
the true church. It was exclusively a product of the Reformation,
unleavened by the spirit of the Renaissance. But though English
Puritanism was wholly theological in its immediate origins, it
gathered about it in the century and a half of its militant career
all the forces of unrest fermenting in England. Economics and
politics joined hands with theology; the center of gravity of the
total movement tended to sink lower in the social scale; and in
the end all England was involved in the great struggle.

In its deeper purpose Puritanism was a frank challenge of the
traditional social solidarity of English institutional life by an emer-
gent individualism, and far-reaching social readjustments fol-
lowed inevitably in its train. If the evolution of modern society
is conceived of as falling into two broad phases, the disintegration
of a corporate feudal order into unregimented individual members
of society, and the struggles of those free individuals to regroup
themselves in new social commonwealths, the historical significance
of English Puritanism may perhaps become clear: it was one of
the disruptive forces that disintegrated the traditional sclidarity
of church and state by creating a revolutionary philosophy of
individual rights that purposed to free the individual, both as
Christian and subject, from subjection to a fixed corporate status.

5
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Platform is seen to be only the aberration of a passing bigotry, |

In his anniversary speech at Plymouth he said:

Their situation demanded a parceling out and division of the lands, and

it may be fairly said, that this necessary act fixed the future frame and
form of their government. The character of their political mstitutions was -
determined by the fundamental laws respecting property. . . . The £

property was all freehold . . . alienation of the land was every way
facilitated, even to the subjecting of it to every species of debt. The

establishment of public registries, and the simplicity of our forms of con- |
veyance, have greatly facilitated the change of real estate from one .
proprietor to another. The consequence of all these causes has been, a- £

great subdivision of the soil, and a great equality of condition; the true
“If the people,” says ¥

basis, most certainly, of a popular government.
Harrington, “hold three parts in four of the territory, it 1s plain there can

neither be any single person nor nobility able to dispute the government -

with them; in this case, therefore, except force be interposed, they govern
themselves.”

With such a clue it is easier to understand how the liberalisms
implicit in Plymouth Congregationalism—its theory of compact |
in church and state—should find support from an independent
yeomanry and eventually rise against the oligarchical rule. The ;
new world would ultimately throw off the old-world repressions |
and explore the reaches of those generous idealisms that were the |
bequest of English Separatism. The fathers were engaged !
an impossible undertaking. Sanctuaries were close at hand for :
all dissenters from the theocracy, in Connecticut for the Congre-
gationalists, in Rhode Island for the Separatists, along the Maine
Seated securely in these
regions beyond the reach of the Massachusetts magistrates, the
diverse liberalisms that were being stifled by the oligarchy pros-
pered and brought forth after their kind. Differentiation in the |
provinces was the natural counterpart of coercive conformity at |
the capital; and from very early days New England divided into |
three diverse groups journeying to their Utopias by different roads. ;
Massachusetts Bay, Connecticut, and Rhode Island, were variant f
answers to the question of what might be expected to result from |
the domestication in a free environment of the inchoate idealisms |
of English Puritanism. How they differentiated themselves from |
the norm, and why, will perhaps become clearer from an examina- -}

frontier for the rebellious individualist.

tion of the diverse philosophies of their intellectual leaders.
5 Works, Vol. 1, pp. 35-36.

CHAPTER III
THE CHIEF STEWARDS OF THEOCRACY
1
MASTER JOHN COTTON
Priest

THE most authoritative representative in New England of the
ideal of priestly stewardship was the excellent John Cotton, first
teacher to the church at Boston. While pastor of the church of
St. Botolph, in old Boston, he had dreamed of a Utopia of the
Saints, unharassed by tyrannous prelates; and while sweetening
his mouth with a morsel of Calvin, as he was fond of doing, no
doubt he turned over in his mind the plans and specifications of
that Utopia. “When God wrappes us in his ordinances,” he said
in his sermon to Winthrop’s company on the eve of its departure
from England, “and warmes us with the life and power of them as
with wings, there is the land of Promise.” Left behind by the
departing brethren, he lingered for a while in an England that was
every day becoming colder for such as dreamed of other Canaans
than Laud’s, until urged by many invitations, at the age of forty-
six he followed overseas to devote his remaining life to the great
work being done there. For more than a score of years he labored
faithfully, and the New England which the emigrant generation
bequeathed to its sons bore upon it the marks of John Cotton’s
shaping hand more clearly than those of any other minister.

It is not easy today to judge fairly the life and work of John
Cotton. No adequate biography has been written, and his dreams
and aspirations lie forgotten in the grave of lost causes and for-
saken faiths. But to the Boston freemen of his own day, Master
JO}}n Cotton was a very great man. Of excellent family and sound
university training, he was both a notable theologian and a courte-

ous gentleman, “Twelve hours in a day he commonly studied,

and would call that a scholar’s day,” his grandson reported of him.

From the hour when he entered Trinity College, Cambridge, at

the age of thirteen, to his death in 1652, he was a bookman, and in

sheer bulk of acquisition probably no man of his time outdid him.
27



