Timeline of the Formation of American Culture 1876-1919

1876

DOMESTIC EVENTS: Disputed presidential election between Republican Rutherford B. Hayes and Democrat
Samuel Tilden; Tilden carried popular vote by about 250,000 but Republicans challenged ballots in 4 states, 3 of
them in the South, giving election to Hayes. Whiskey-ring scandals among President Grant’s appointees; William
“Boss” Tweed convicted of fraud in NYC; Colorado admitted as a state. Black militiamen massacred at Hamburg,
S.C. in July; Geronimo (Goyathalay) begins his ten-year resistance against campaign to displace the Chiricahua
Apaches of the Arizona Territory. Angered by the slaughter of the buffalo in the Montana Territory as well as by the
encroachments by whites in the Black Hills Gold Rush, the Sioux, under Sitting Bull, defeat and massacre the 264-
man Seventh Cavalry force under General George Armstrong Custer in the Battle of the Little Big Horn (June
25th). Wild Bill Hickock murdered (August 2) at Deadwood, Dakota Territory; James and Younger Brothers foiled
in Northfield (MN) bank robbery.

INTERNATIONAL EVENTS: Queen Victoria made empress of India; Korean independence declared; Ethiopian
troops defeat Egyptian forces at Gura; Turks suppress Bulgarian insurrection; Serbia and Montenegro declare war on
Turkey; Mexican revolution under Porfirio Diaz.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND COMMERCE: Robert Koch discovers anthrax bacillus; Heinrich
Schliemann excavates Mycenae; Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia opens: Alexander Graham Bell patents
and demonstrates telephone; Thomas Alva Edison invents mimeograph; Hires Root Beer and Heinz Ketchup
introduced; Budweiser Beer wins prize; Remington typewriter introduced; player piano demonstrated at St. Louis
(see 1890); Stillson wrench patented; Eli Lilly Co. formed; Lydia Pinkham patents her Vegetable Compound;
John Harvey Kellogg founds Battle Creek Reform Institute.

EDUCATION AND RELIGION: Johns Hopkins, University of Texas (Austin), and Texas A&M founded;
Edward A. Bouchet (Yale *74), first African American to receive Ph.D. at Yale; Melvil Dewey’s decimal system
introduced. Felix Adler founds NY Society for Ethical Culture.

SPORTS AND RECREATION: National League formed,; first tennis tournament in U.S.; Central Park completed
in NYC; James Gordon Bennet introduces polo to US; Harvard Lampoon begins publication; Harvard’s F.W.
Thayer invents catcher’s mask; Shriners founded. Englishman H.J. Lawson invents safety bicycle, with rear-driven
gears.

ART, LITERATURE, AND MUSIC:: Mark Twain, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer; Henry James, Roderick
Hudson; Herman Melville’s narrative poem, “Clarel,” published; Winslow Homer, “Breezing Up,”; Auguste
Renoir, “”Le Moulin de la Gallette.” Ira David Sankey’s hymn, “What a Friend We Have in Jesus;” Wagner’s
“Ring” first performed at Bayreuth; Tchaikovsky composes “Swan Lake; Brahms Symphony No .1, Op. 68;
Mallarme writes “L’Apres-Midi d’un faune.” First permanent Yiddish theater founded in Germany by Abraham
Goldfaden.

BIRTHS: Sherwood Anderson, Jack London, Pablo Casals, Mohammad Ali Jinnah, G.M. Trevelyan
DEATHS: A.T. Stewart, George Sand, Mikhail Bakunin.

1877

DOMESTIC EVENTS: Specially formed electoral commission decides for Hayes in disputed presidential election.
Supreme court supports government regulation of business in Munn v. Illinois; Desert Land Act passed, ostensibly
to encourage homesteading but used by land speculators and cattleman to purchase huge tracts at 25 cents an acre.
Flight of Nez Perces Indians under Chief Joseph, 1600 miles to Canadian border; further removal of Chiricuhua
Apaches to San Carlos reservation, where summer temps. range as high as 140 degrees Great railroad strikes in July.
Last federal troops leave South as Reconstruction ends.

INTERNATIONAL EVENTS: Porfirio Diaz becomes president of Mexico ( -1911); Russia declares war on
Turkey, invades Rumania. Satsuma Rebellion repressed in Japan; famine in Bengal.



SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND COMMERCE: Copper wire invented; first telephone sold; Thomas Edison
demonstrates hand-cranked phonograph; Singer cuts sewing machine prices in half; J.H. Kellogg introduces
“granula;” Quaker Mill Co. begins in Ohio; first shipment of Chicago dressed beef by rail to Boston; first frozen
beef shipped from Argentina to Europe; Boston entrepreneur Augustus Pope converts air-pistol shop into first
bicycle factory. I.K. Funk & Co. (later Funk & Wagnals) formed; Washington Post begins publication; Chase
National Bank founded; Cornelius Vanderbilt leaves $100 million fortune at his death.:

EDUCATION AND RELIGION: .U. of Detroit founded; American Museum of Natural History opens in NYC;
Boston Library opens; Johns Hopkins establishes first university press; American Library Assoc. founded Henry O.
Flipper, first black graduate of West Point.

SPORTS AND RECREATION: First Wimbledon tennis championship; first Westminster Kennel Club show in
NYC; 1200 dogs (20 breeds) entered.

ART, LITERATURE, AND MUSIC:: Henry James, The American; Anna Sewell, Black Beauty; Gustave
Flaubert, Trois Contes. Winslow Homer, “The Cotton Pickers,” William Morris Hunt, “The Bathers;”
Auguste Rodin, “The Age of Bronze;” Edouard Manet, “Nana;” Brahms, “Symphony No. 2, Op. 75;
Alexander Borodin’s B-Minor Symphony; Harrigan & Hart introduce cakewalk into minstrelsy.

BIRTHS:: Herman Hesse, Pancho Villa, Andre Maginot, Konrad Adenauer, Albert Schweitzer DEATHS:
Gustave Courbet.

1878

DOMESTIC EVENTS: Congress passes Bland-Allison Act over Pres. Hayes’s veto, requiring Treasury to buy
$2-4 million worth of silver bullion for coinage. Greenback-Labor Party formed, nominates James Weaver (I1A) for
president. Democrats win both houses of Congress for first time since 1858. Yellow fever epidemic sweeps Gulf
Coast, 4,500 dead in New Orleans alone; smallpox strikes Deadwood, where Martha “Calamity” Jane Cannary,
26,works heroically in men’s clothing to nurse the ill. William “Bat” Masterson, 24, captures notorious outlaw
Dave Rudabaugh and is appointed US Marshal; Texas outlaw Sam Bass, 26, robs 4 banks near Dallas, is betrayed
to Texas rangers and Killed. Anthony Comstock, antivice crusader, uses “Comstock Law” of 1872 to arrest Anna
T. S. Lohman (Mme Restell) for distributing contraceptives; she kills herself. American Bar Association formed.

INTERNATIONAL EVENTS: Russo-Bulgarian force defeats Turks at Shipka Pass; Turks appeal for armistice.
British fleet arrives at Constantinople at Sultan’s request. Treaty of San Stefano ends Russo-Turkish War; Britain
and Austria-Hungary force Russia to revise treaty at Congress of Berlin: Serbia, Montenegro, and Rumania become
independent states. War breaks out between Britain and Afghanistan. Two unsuccessful assassination attempts on
German Emperor William | enable Bismarck to enact anti-socialist laws. Some 10 million Chinese die of famine in
drought that has plagued Asia since 1876. World’s first birth control clinic opened in Amsterdam by suffragist
Aletta Jacobs, 29.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND COMMERCE: William Henry Welch, 28, opens first pathology lab -- at
NY’s Bellevue Hospital. First use of iodoform as an antiseptic. Depression of 1873 continues: 10,000 businesses
fail.. First telephone exchange and directory opens, in New Haven. Thomas Edison patents phonograph, forms
Edison Electric Light Co.; gas company stocks plummet. David Hughes invents microphone.; J. Walter
Thompson takes over 14-year old firm of Carlton and Smith, which he had joined in 1868; his first ad introduces
Prudential’s “Rock of Gibralter” trademark. Proctor and Gamble introduce “The White Soap,” which, 4 yrs later,
will be renamed “lvory.”. Cleveland paint-maker Francis H. Glidden develops varnish that will make his firm
famous. Mohawk Carpet C. is founded in Amsterdam, NY. Chase & Sanborn of Boston seal first roasted coffee in
cans. Paris Exposition.; Adolph Ochs, 20, starts Chattanooga Times; Hungarian emigré, Joseph Pulitzer acquires
St. Louis Dispatch.

EDUCATION AND RELIGION: Duquesne U. and Mississippi State U. founded; Maximilian D. Berlitz opens
his first language school, in Providence, RI.; Charles T. Russell, 26, Congregationalist minister founds the
Jehovah’s Witnesses in Pittsburgh, preaching doctrine that Christ’s second coming came “invisibly” in 1874 and
that the millennium will arrive in 1914.. In London, William Booth’s Christian Revival Association (1865)
renamed Salvation Army



SPORT AND RECREATION: First Easter Egg Roll at White House.

ART, LITERATURE, AND MUSIC: Henry James, The Europeans; Anna Katherine Green, The Leavenworth
Case (bestselling mystery); Thomas Hardy, Return of the Native. Charles Sanders Pierce, “How to Make Our
Ideas Clear,” first statement of pragmati(ci)sm. Albert Bierstadt paints “Sierra Nevada,” Louis Comfort Tiffany,
30, opens his factory. Anton Dvorak composes “Three Slavonic Rhapsodies;” William Gilbert and Arthur
Sullivan, “H.M.S. Pinafore;” an English music hall ditty introduces term “Jingoism;” James Bland, pioneer
black songwriter, composes popular “Carry Me Back to Old Virginny.”

BIRTHS: Upton Sinclair, John B. Watson, Carl Sandburg, George M. Cohan, Martin Buber. DEATHS:
“Boss” Tweed, Pope Pius IX.

1879

DOMESTIC EVENTS: President Hayes vetoes bill restricting Chinese immigration; US resumes specie
payments suspended in 1873; Henry Adams and Benjamin “Pap” Singleton lead thousands of Southern freedmen
and women (“The Exodusters”) to Kansas, despite white resistance. Congress grants women right to plead before
US Supreme Court; Belva Lockwood, 48, becomes first woman to do so. Cornelius Vanderbilt brushes off a
reporter with: “The public be damned.”

INTERNATIONAL EVENTS: War of Pacific begins: Chile occupies Bolivian coast. Zulu Nation, founded by
Shaka in 1816, is ended by British forces, who kill some 8,000 warriors and wound 16,000 more with new,
breech-loading rifles. British occupy Khyber pass. Austro-German alliance engineered by Bismarck; French Panama
Canal Co. organized by Ferdinand de Lesseps. Irish Land League formed to campaign for independence from Britain.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND COMMERCE: Clarence King appointed director of US Geological Survey.
Russian pathologist, Ivan Pavlov begins his reflex experiments with dogs. Thomas Edison demonstrates first
practical incandescent bulb; arc-light streetlighting installed in Cleveland and San Francisco; George Selden applies
for patent on “road vehicle” powered by internal combustion engine, without working model. Ira Remsen, 33, and
his German student, Constantin Fahlberg, accidentally discover saccharin while performing coal tar experimentsat
Johns Hopkins;. Gonorrhea bacillus isolated. Collapse of Tay Bridge in Scotland.. Robert Gair introduces low-
priced cardboard box; F.W. Woolworth, National Cash Register Co., Scott Paper Co., The May Company,
McKim, Mead & White (architects), Paine, Webber, Jackson, Curtis and Bache & Co.(brokerage houses) , and
Aetna Insurance all have their beginnings. Metropolitan Life pioneers mass insurance

EDUCATION AND RELIGION: Radcliffe founded; Chicago Art Institute opened; Carlisle Training and
Industrial School for Indians (PA) founded by Richard Henry Pratt. In Boston, Mary Baker Eddy, pastor of
Church of Christ Scientist; anti-Jesuit laws passed in France.

SPORTS AND RECREATION: Frederick Law Olmsted completes Boston Park system. Karate introduced in
Japan.

ART, LITERATURE, AND MUSIC: Henry George, Progress and Poverty; Joel Chandler Harris, “The Tar
Baby,” Henry James, Daisy Miller, Henrik Ibsen, “A Doll’s House,” Peter Tchaikovsky’s opera, “Eugene
Onegin,” Anton Bruckner’s Sixth Symphony; William Merritt Chase founds Society of American Artists,
Harrigan and Hart introduce first of their “Mulligan” plays into their vaudeville.

BIRTHS: Vachel Lindsay, Will Rogers, Wallace Stevens, Albert Einstein, Joseph Stalin, Leon Trotsky,
Paul Klee, E.M. Forster. DEATHS: Honore Daumier.

1880

DOMESTIC EVENTS: Population: 50 million; L.A.’s population reaches 11,000; national illiteracy declines to
17%; National Farmers Alliance organized in Chicago, forerunner of People’s Party; Ulysses S. Grant loses bid for
third-term nomination; James Garfield (OH), 48, defeats Winfield S. Hancock (D.,PA) by 9,464 votes, and
Greenback Labor Party candidate, James B. Weaver (IA). Treaty with China gives US right to restrict, but not
exclude Chinese immigration. Supreme Court declares Tennessee’s 1875 Jim Crow law unconstitutional. Gold rush
in Alaska.



INTERNATIONAL EVENTS: World population: 1,250,000,000. France annexes Tahiti and establishes a
protectorate in French Equatorial Africa; Morocco declares independence. Oom Paul Kruger declares Boer Republic
independent of Britain’s Cape Colony. Farmers in Irish Land League refuse to harvest crops on estates managed by
retired British Army captain, Charles Cunningham Boycott, and thus introduce new term into economic warfare.
Britain passes its first Employers’ Liability Act. French Communards (1871) amnestied.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND COMMERCE: Louis Pasteur discovers chicken cholera vaccine; Robert
Koch discovers anthrax vaccine and identifies (along with K.J. Eberth) the typhoid bacillus French army physician
Charles Louis Laveran, 35, traces malaria to blood parasite. Half-tone photo illustration appears in New York
Daily Graphic. Brush arc lights illuminate a mile of NYC’s Broadway. George Eastman invents film roll; Kampfe
bros. invent safety razor; Cecil Rhodes, 27, co-founds De Beers Mining Co.; Japan’s Fuji Bank opens in Tokyo.
Cattle drives peak on Chisholm Trail. Tenant farmers work over 1/4 of American farms.. English emigre Samuel
Bath Thomas introduces his muffins in NYC. Gold Medal Flour, “Philadelphia” brand cream cheese and Heinze’s
White Cider Vinegar introduced. Woodward & Lothrop Boston Dry Goods Store opens.

EDUCATION AND RELIGION: Bryn Mawr College, U. of Southern Cal. founded. Pope Pius Xl declares
abortion an excommunicatory sin.

SPORTS AND RECREATION: Women’s participation in sports increases noticeably: tennis, archery, croquet,
riding, cycling, swimming. Billy Sunday credited with introducing term “charley horse,” after a horse he bet on
pulled up lame. Sportswriter, Rex Mulford coins “hot corner” for third base. Bingo is develped from Italian lotto
game of Tombola.

ART, LITERATURE, AND MUSIC: Cologne Cathedral (1248) completed; Harvard’s Sever Hall (H.H.
Richardson); William Crane and William Morris launch Arts & Crafts movement in England. Auguste Rodin’s
“The Gates of Hell;” Fyodor Dostoyevsky writes The Brothers Karamazov; George Washington Cable publishes
The Grandissimes; former Civil War general, Lew Wallace publishes best-selling, Ben Hur: A Tale of the Christ.
Henry Adams’s novel, Democracy and Mark Twain’s travel account, A Tramp Abroad, appear. Boston author
Lucretia Peabody Hale writes first of a popular children’s series, The Peterkin Papers. Emile Zola, Nana; Jens
Peter Jacobsen, Niels Lyhne. First performance of Johannes Brahms’s Tragic Overture. Luigi Denaz’s popular
“Funiculi-Funicula.” Gilbert and Sullivan’s “The Pirates of Penzance.”

BIRTHS: Douglas MacArthur, Helen Keller, John L. Lewis, H.L. Mencken, Oswald Spengler, Lytton
Strachey, Ibn Saud, Robert Musil, Sean O’Casey. DEATHS: Jacques Offenbach, George Eliot, Gustave
Flaubert

1881

DOMESTIC EVENTS: President James Garfield assassinated by Charles J. Guiteau, succeeded by Charles
Alan Arthur. Tennessee passes second Jim Crow law segregating railroad cars, setting example for other Southern
states. Federal Income Tax law of 1862 declared unconstitutional in Springer v. US. Shootout at the OK Corral
outside Tombstone. William F. Bonney, 21 (“Billy the Kid”) is killed by Sheriff Patrick F. Garrett after he has
killed 21 men.

INTERNATIONAL EVENTS: Czar Alexander Il assassinated by Sophia Perovskaya, leader of a band of
Russian Nihilists, precipitating a wave of repression, persecution, and pogroms against Jews under his successor,
Alexander Il1. Irish nationalist leader, Charles Stewart Parnell, 35, imprisoned for agitating for home rule; habeas
corpus suspended in Ireland. Japanese political parties formed. Transvaal Boers defeat British forces, leading to
South African republic. Over 200,00 Germans petition Otto von Bismarck to disenfranchise Jews.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND COMMERCE: Scottish bacteriologist, Jaime Ferran, discovers serum
effective against choler; Cuban physician Carlos Juan Finlay, 28, suggests that mosquitoes may spread Yellow
Fever. Clarissa Harlowe Barton founds American Association of the Red Cross. Marcus Daly, 39, launches
Anaconda Copper Co. in Montana Territory; Diamond Match Co.formed. Bavarian emigre, Henry Villard (ne
Ferdinand Hilgard) gains control of Northern Pacific Railroad. Marshal, Field, & Co. formed: William Filene,
Sons & Co. opens in Boston; George Pullman begins construction of his model factory town; Chicago meatpacker
Gustavus F. Swift perfects refrigerator car. Kellogg’s Granula renamed Granola. First US-made margarine
produced, in NYC. First pure food and drug laws passed in NY, NJ, MI, and IL.
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EDUCATION AND RELIGION: Tuskegee Normaland Industrial Institute (AL), Spelman College (GA),
Marquette University (WI), U. of CT, and U of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School open. Andrew Carnegie donates
funds for first of his libraries -- in Pittsburgh. Helen Hunt Jackson’s expose of government mistreatment of
American Indians, Century of Dishonor; Henry Demarest Lloyd’s attack on Rockefeller’s Standard Oil Co. trust
appears in Atlantic Monthly; Edward Tylor’s Anthropology; Walt Whitman’s Leaves of Grass banned in Boston.

SPORTS AND RECREATION: United States Lawn Tennis Assoc. formed; Newport Casino completed by
Richard Hunt;. Barnum & Bailey’s Circus created by merger. First cabaret, “Chat Noir,” opens in Paris.

ART, LITERATURE, AND MUSIC: Irish-American sculptor, August Saint-Gaudens, completes Admiral
Farragut; Claude Monet’s “Sunshine and Snow.” NY’s Dakota Apartments go up at 72nd St. Henry James,
Portrait of a Lady; Paul Verlaine, “Sagesse,” Johann Spyri’s popular children’s book;. Offenbach’s
posthumous opera “Tales of Hoffman” opens; banker Henry Lee Higginson founds Boston Symphony Orchester;
Marine bandmaster John Philip Sousa, 27, composes “Semper Fidelis” march.

BIRTHS: Bela Bartok, Pablo Picasso, Kemal Attaturk, Alexandr Kerenski, Tailhard de Chardin, John
XXIIl. DEATHS: Lewis Henry Morgan,Thomas Carlyle, Feydor Dostoyevsky, Modest Petrovich
Moussorgsky

1882

DOMESTIC EVENTS: Congress passes first Chinese Exclusion Act, barring Chinese labor from entering US for
ten years; the law was regularly renewed; also voted to bar paupers, convicts and “defectives” from entering country.
German immigration reaches peak.. In March, Mississippi floods leave 85,000 homeless. Drought in western
ranchlands. Poor crops result in high food prices, which in turn spur a wave of strikes for higher wages. Grover
Cleveland (Dem.) wins NY governorship. Jesse James shot in head by fellow outlaw, Robert Ford, for reward.
Hatfield-McCoy feud (Appalachia) spills over; not ended till 1888, when Kentucky authorities invade WV to seize
several Hatfields.

INTERNATIONAL EVENTS: Germany, Austria, and Italy sign Triple Alliance. British fleets bombards
Alexandria; British troops land to “protect” Suez Canal from Egyptian nationalist forces; Cairo occupied. France
claims northwest Madagascar as protectorate. Charles Stewart Parnell released from prison after promising to end
boycotts; 4 days later, Britain’s new chief secretary and his assistant are murdered by Fenians; despite Parnell’s
disavowal, British suspend trial by jury and give police extraordinary powers of search and arrest; dynamiting
follows. An insurrection begins in Indochina against the French. Crop failures bring widespread starvation to Japan;
recruiting agents will induce some 100,000 Japanese to emigrate to Hawaii’s sugar fields over the next 30 years.
Britain’s Married Women’s Propery Act passed in Britain.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND COMMERCE: Robert Koch isolates tuberculosis bacillus. Viennese
physician Joseph Breuer, 40, pioneers psychoanalysis with use of hypnosis in relief of hysterical symptoms.
English metallurgist, Robert Abbott Hadfield, 24, invents manganese. Thomas Edison designs first
hydroelectric plant, Appleton, WI; also, throws switch in JP Morgan’s offices to inauguarate electric lighting in
lower Manhattan. Gottlieb Daimler, 48, develops gas-powered internal combustion engine; English engineer,
Hiram Maxim, designs recoil-operated machine gun. World’s first electric fan (Schuyler Skaats Wheeler), electric
flatiron (H.W. Seely) invented. Using lawyer Samuel Dodd’s device of the “trust” Standard Oil circumvents state
corp. laws to bring 95% of oil industry under its control. Matson Navigation Co. launched in San Francisco to
serve booming Hawaii sugar trade.; Canadian Club Whisky introduced by Hiram Walker distillery;

EDUCATION AND RELIGION: U. of South Dakota founded; American Forestry Assoc. launched. Helen Hunt
Jackson writes The Training of Children. John L. Lovell introduces his Lovell library, cheap (10 to 20 cents)
books for mass distribution.

SPORTS AND RECREATION: Phil Casey, introduces 10th-century Irish game of handball to US; National
Croquet Assoc. and U.S. Intercollegiate Lacrosse Assoc. founded. John L. Sullivan goes on national tour to
demonstrate boxing with gloves under Queensbury rules. Barnum buys the 6-ton elephant, “Jumbo,” for his circus
-- word enters into American usage.



ART, LITERATURE, AND MUSIC: Oscar Wilde arrives in NYC for an American tour to publicize Prudence, a
Gillbert & Sullivan operetta- send-up of him and the Aesthetic Movement. Expatriate John Singer Sargent paints
“El Jaleo.” Eduard Manet’s famous “Bar at the Folies Bergere.” Constance Fenimore Woolson, Anne; William
Dean Howells, A Modern Instance; Mark Twain, The Prince and the Pauper; Carlo Collodi, Pinocchio;; Henrik
Ibsen, “An Enemy of the People;” Frederick Nietzsche, The Joyful Wisdom; Richard Wagner’s opera, Parsifal;
Johannes Brahms, Piano Concerto No. 2; Gilbert & Sullivan, lolanthe. Peter Tchaikovsky’s “1812 Overture;”
Bedrich Smetana’s “Moldau.”

BIRTHS: Franklin D. Roosevelt; Robert Nathaniel Dett, Virginia Woolf, James Joyce, Eamon de Valera;
Jean Giraudoux, lgor Stravinsky, Jacques Maritain, Georges Bracques, Zoltan Kodaly, Percy Grainger,
Sam Goldwyn (Goldfish). DEATHS: Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Charles
Darwin, Anthony Trollope, Dante Gabriel Rossetti

1883

DOMESTIC EVENTS: Pendleton Act begins reform of US civil service; Congress lays foundation of modern navy
by authorizing construction of 3 steel cruisers; Supreme Court declares Civil Rights Act of 1875 unconstitutional
except in relation to jury duty and interstate travel.; on Nov. 18 US railroads establish standard time zones;
Northwest Pacific RR completed; 71 die in Milwaukee’s Newhall House fire, worst hotel fire till 1946; drought
strikes Northern Plains; 10,000 buffalo herd discovered and exterminated in Dakota territory; Scandinavian
immigration peaks.

INTERNATIONAL EVENTS: Bismarck introduces health insurance to Germany; British control of Egypt and
French control of Tunisia assured; French war with Madagascar, acquire protectorate over Annam, Tonkin
(Vietnam), conquer Upper Niger; Mahdi Mohammed Ahmed ibn-Seyyid Abdullah challenges Egyptian control
of Sudan, attacks Red Sea ports. Orient Express: Europe’s first transcontinental train. Worldwide cholera pandemic
begins, to last 11 years. Volcano, Krakatoa, erupts, taking 36,000 lives and sending ash cloud round the world.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND COMMERCE: Robert Koch isolates Asian cholera bacillus and develops
anthrax inoculation; German pathologist, Edwin Klebs, describes diphtheria bacillus. Thomas Edison pioneers
radio tube. J.A. and W.A. Roebling’s Brooklyn Bridge opens; Monadnock Building, Chicago, highest masonry
structure in US: 16 stories; Washington’s Pension Building opens (now National Building Museum); Pittsburgh
Plate Glass Co. founded. German émigré, Julius Schmid, 18, pioneers US contraception. Oscar Meyer Wieners
launched; first malted milk. Pulitzer buys NY World. Life magazine, Grit, and Ladies Home Journal begin
publication.

SPORTS AND RECREATION: William F. “Buffalo Bill” Cody organizes first Wild West Show; William K.
Vanderbilt, 34, holds most lavish party ($250,000) yet in the US. Benjamin Franklin Keith and George
Batchelder open first vaudeville theater in Boston, hire Edward Albee 29, as manager. Sons of the American
Revolution organized. First indoor horse show, in NYC.

EDUCATION AND RELIGION: U. of North Dakota chartered. Modern Language Association formed.

ART, MUSIC, AND LITERATURE: Paul Cezanne paints “Rocky Landscape,” Thomas Eakins, “The
Swimming Hole.” John Hay writes The Breadwinners anonymously; Robert Louis Stevenson, Treasure Island,
Nietszche’s Thus Spake Zarathustra; Lester Ward, Dynamic Sociology; William Graham Sumner essay, “The
Forgotten Man.” Anton Dvorak’s “Stabat Mater.” Metropolitan Opera House opens, NYC.

BIRTHS: William Carlos Williams, Benito Mussolini, Franz Kafka, Walter Gropius, Anton von Webern,
Karl Jaspers, John Maynard Keynes, Jose Ortega y Gasset. DEATHS: Karl Marx, lvan Turgenev,
Edouard Manet, Gustave Dore; Richard Wagner.



1884

DOMESTIC EVENTS: Suffragists form Equal Rights Party and nominate Belva A. Lockwood for president.
Grover Cleveland (Dem) defeats James G. Blaine (Rep.), when Mugwumps and reformist Republicans desert
Blaine. Bureau of Labor in Dept. of Interior established as strikes mount. Second Chinese Exclusion Act passed to
tighten provisions of first; cornerstone to Statue of Liberty pedestal laid. Schoolteacher and former slave , 1da B.
Wells, 22, tests Jim Crow rules on Tennessee railroad: is thrown off train but wins damages in court. CA outlaws
hydraulic mining.

INTERNATIONAL EVENTS: The Mahdi lays siege to Khartoum and Charles “Chinese” Gordon’s forces.
Treaty of Valparaiso ends War of the Pacific (1879) with Chilean victory over Peru. Germany passes workmen’s
compensation law to blunt socialist movement; London’s Toynbee Hall -- world’s first settlement house -- opens;
France legalizes trade unions, divorces. British bill expands male suffrage. Gold discovered: Transvaal.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND COMMERCE: F.A.J. Loffler isolates diptheria bacillus in Berlin; NY
surgeon, William Halsted, discovers anesthetic properties of cocaine, becomes addicted. Leipzig gynecologist,
Karl S.F. Crede, discovers that silver nitrate drops can prevent blindness in gonorrheal infected newborns; German
physician Arthur Nicolaier isolates tetanus bacillus; Edward L. Trudeau pioneers open-air treatment of
tuberculosis.. German-American mechanic Ottmar Mergenthaler, 30, patents Linotype machine, which will
revolutionize newspaper publishing. English engineerJohn Henry Patterson, 40, founds National Cash Register
Co. in Dayton. NY insurance man Lewis Waterman, 47, invents first practical fountain pen.. First steel-frame
“skyscraper,” William Le Baron Jenney’s Home Insurance Building, goes up in Chicago: 10 stories. Quaker Oats
becomes one of first packaged foods; Buitoni high-gluten pasta and Black & White Scotch introduced. NY’s
Dairylea Milk co-op formed.

EDUCATION AND RELIGION: Mississippi Industrial Institute and College, first state-supported women’s
college, opens. NY’s Brearley School (for girls) established by Andover and Harvard graduate, Samuel Brearley,
Jr. American Historical Assoc. and American Institute of Electrical Engineers founded. Fabian Society founded in
London. Charles Russell starts Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society.

SPORTS AND RECREATION: Knights of Labor vote to observe Labor Day. Moses Fleetwood Walker, first
African-American to play in major league baseball: Toledo. Overhand pitching growing in popularity. German-
American woodturner J. Frederich Hillerich introduces his ashwood bat, the “Louisville Slugger.” Coney Island
opens its first roller coaster. Greyhound racing introduced.

ART, LITERATURE, AND MUSIC: Scandal surrounds John Singer Sargent’s portrait of “Madame X” (Mme.
Gautreau); Sargent forced to move from Paris to London. Paul Cezanne paints “Bathers at Asnieres.” Edward
Burne-Jones’s “King Cophetua and the Beggar Maid.” Mary Cassatt, “Alexander J. Cassatt and His Son.” Mark
Twain, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn; Sarah Orne Jewett publishes A Country Doctor; Frank Stockton’s
short story, “The Lady or the Tiger.” Helen Hunt Jackson novel, Ramona; Leo Tolstoy, The Death of lvan
llyich; J. Karl Huysmans, Against Nature; Herbert Spencer, The Man Versus the State;, Henrik Ibsen, “The
Wild Duck.” Edward MacDowell’s “Piano Suite No. 2” debuts in NYC. Anton Bruckner, “Symphony No. 7.”
Jules Massenet’s opera, Manon. Broadway musical, Adonis, first to pass 500 performances. Playbill begins
publication.

BIRTHS: Harry Truman, Damon Runyan, Sean O’Casey, Amadeo Modigliani. DEATHS: Bedrich
Smetana

1885

DOMESTIC EVENTS: Grover Cleveland inaugurated, suspends silver coinage, sends troops to quell anti-
Chinese rioting and massacre at Rock Spring, WY ; denounces barbarous treatment of Chinese by Knights of Labor
in Washington Territory. Congress prohibits unauthorized fencing of public lands after revelations of abuses by
cattle barons and railroads. Lobbying by Knights results in Congressional prohibition on importation of contract
labor. Post Office introduces special delivery. Josiah Strong’s Anglo-Saxonist screed, Our Country, appears.



INTERNATIONAL EVENTS: British General Gordon and garrison massacred following gall of Khartoum to the
Mahdi Mohammed Ahmed’s forces; Mahdi’s successor gains control of virtually all of Sudan;; Germany annexes
Tanganyika and Zanzibar; Belgian king, Leopold I1, assumes title of sovereign over Congo Free State (-1908),
now Zaire; Britain establishes protectorates in Niger River region and occupies Port Hamilton, Korea.. Louis Riel
leads unsuccessful revolt to portest Ottawa government’s indifference to interests of Western Canadians -- is defeated
and hanged for treason.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND COMMERCE: First successful appendectomy in US; Louis Pasteur
administers first anti-rabies vaccine; Francis Galton proves the individuality of fingerprints. Winchester Repeating
Arms Co. introduces John M. Browning’s single-shot rifle. George Westinghouse founds his company, buiys up
rights to Nikola Tesla’s induction motor and polyphase alternator, and, with William Stanley’s pioneering
transformer, launches delivery of high-voltage alternating current over wires. (Edison sticks to direct current.)
Cleveland coal and iron barron, Morton’s Salt and Moxie Nerve Food, later “Tonic,” introduced; evaporated milk
produced commercially. Andrew Preston helps found Boston Fruit Co., ancestor of United Fruit. Johnson &
Johnson founded in New Brunswick, NJ. US corn crop reaches 2 billion bushes: twice that of 1870. New Orleans
exposition opens: a third larger than Centennial Expo. Good Housekeeping appears.

EDUCATION AND RELIGION: Bryn Mawr College for Women and Mills College for Women (CA) open; U.
of Arizona and Stanford University chartered. Georgia Institute of Technology and McAlester College (MN) founded.
American Economic Assoc. and National Audubon Society founded.. Huckleberry Finn banned by Concord (MA)
Library. Mormons split between monogamous and polygamous factions. Moderate Reform Rabbis, led by Isaac
Mayer Wise, and more radical wing, led by David Einhorn, hammer out “Pittsburgh Platform” in united front
against Conservative Rabbis..

SPORTS AND RECREATION: . Georger Swinnerton Parker, 18, founds Parker Brothers in Salem, MA with
game called “Banking.”

French engineer G. Juzan’s “Bicyclette Moderne” makes bicycling appropriate for Victorian women. John Fox
introduces golf to US.

ART, MUSIC, AND LITERATURE: Winslow Homer turns to seascapes; William M. Harnett’s trompe-1’oeill
painting, “After the Hunt”; Vincent Van Gogh, “The Potato Eaters;” Paul Cezanne, “Mont Saint Victoire.”
William Dean Howells, The Rise of Silas Lapham; Emile Zola, Germinal; Walter. Boston Pops founded. Gilbert
& Sullivan’s Mikado; Texarkanian pianist Scott Joplin arrives in St. Louis to begin career that will lead him to
ragtime.

BIRTHS: Ezra Pound, George Patton, Jerome Kern, Sinclair Lewis, Niels Bohr, D.H. Lawrence, Alban
Berg. DEATHS: Ulysses S. Grant, George B. McClellan, William Vanderbilt, Helen Hunt Jackson, Victor
Hugo

1886

DOMESTIC EVENTS: Strike wave for 8-hour day reaches peak: 1432 strikes involving 610,000 workers;
climaxes with Haymarket bomb and subsequent panic. Federation of Organized Trades and Labor (1881) reorganized
as the American Federation of Labor by Samuel Gompers and P.J. Maguire. Some 400 Chinese driven from
homes during Seattle riots before Federal troops arrive. Last major Indian war ends with recapture of Geronimo.
Following example of London’s Toynbee Hall (1884), Ethical Culturalist Stanton Coit, 29, founds the US’s first
settlement house in two small rooms in NYC. Earthquake severely damages Charleston, SC. Statue of Liberty
dedicated.
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