Cast of Characters:

James Meredith: (1933-) African American applicant to the University of Mississippi.

John F. Kennedy: (1917-1963) President of the United States, 1961-1963.

Robert F. Kennedy: (1925-1968) Attorney General of the United States and John F. Kennedy’s brother.

Burke Marshall: (1922-     ) Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, Department of Justice (1961-1964); key figure in determining policy and decisions in the Meredith case.

Nicholas Katzenbach: ( 1922-      ) Deputy Attorney General from 1961-1962, in charge of the Department of Justice’s operation at the University of Mississippi. 

Edwin Guthman: (1919-    ) Director of Public Information, Department of Justice from 1961 to 1964). Worked closely with Katzenbach in Mississippi coordinating events leading to Meredith’s registration at Ole Miss.

John Doar: (1921-    ) Justice Department lawyer who worked within the Civil Rights Division and who accompanied James Meredith during his attempts to register.

Thurgood Marshall: (1908-1993) From 1940-1961, Marshall served as legal director of the NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Colored People). In 1961 President Kennedy appointed Marshall to the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit. 

James McShane: (1909-68) Chief U.S. Marshall, Department of Justice (1962-1968) who accompanied Meredith during attempts to register at the University of Mississippi.

Ross Barnett: Governor of Mississippi.

Paul Johnson: Lieutenant governor of Mississippi who on September 26,1962 blocked Doar and McShane as Meredith attempted to register at Ole Miss.

Joe Patterson: Attorney General of Mississippi.

Thomas Watkins: Close friend and advisor to Governor Barnett

Robert Ellis: Registrar, University of Mississippi.

Colonel T.B. Birdsong: Head of the Mississippi Highway Patrol

